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Synopsis

SHORT SYNPOSIS: Patricia believes Savion is perfect for her, but when she realizes that his
bedroom prowess is less than stellar in the act itself and, ahem, size, she must decide if their
brand new relationship is worth it after all.
MEDIUM SYNPOSIS: Black men are mythically known for being well endowed. The myth is
always better than the truth, which is that several Black men are born with less than pleasurable
members. When Patricia meets Savion, she’s met a man who has everything a woman could
dream of; amazing looks, his sanity, a comfortable lifestyle, not to mention, suave and debonair.
Patricia is convinced she's met the potential one, but gets entangled in a mess when she realizes
that Savion takes the cake everywhere else…except in bed. In fact, he’s more than horrible in
the bedroom. Patricia must decide if she can put away her selfish needs for the sake of the
stability and comfort that comes with a life of domesticity.
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Technical Information

TRT: 18mins
Exhibition Format: DVD, Blu-Ray,
DCP
Aspect Ratio: 16:9 or 1.85
Shooting Format: HD
Language: English
Year of Production: 2014
Country of Origin: United States
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Director’s Statement

“SOFT TIMES began when I was laying on my couch texting
my sister through tears about the fact that my current beau,
who seemed so perfect, was struggling in the bedroom, and
I didn’t know how to fix it. I realized I couldn’t do anything to
fix what he didn’t think was broken and knew then what my
decision would be about our future. My sister, bless her, kept
laughing at my pain and told me to write about it because who

had really addressed the size issue among Black men?
I couldn’t understand the humor and refused to do anything,
let alone write. But one day, I did. I scribbled down some notes,
pieced together an outline and started writing. What emerged
from those trenches was SOFT TIMES.
I wrote the script to release a personal pain, not realizing that my single experience could
become universal. It wasn’t until I presented a draft of the final product to my peers and
provided an inkling of the story to others that I understood just how much I’d spoken to so
many women and their lives. SOFT TIMES, at its core, is about one woman’s choice to break
away from expectations. Patricia and Savion seem like a perfectly happy couple, but what
happens when a woman questions the validity of a relationship based on sexual connections?
Cinematographer Josh Carrasco and I discussed how we wanted to show the regression
of Patricia and Savion’s relationship through distance. Much of the lighting either reflected
Patricia’s mood or that of Savion or a combination of both as they interacted. Our goal was
to pull the audience into this couple’s constant struggle to fit with each other.
Actors Kym Allen, Damian Desiree and Monet Ravenell collaborated closely with me during
intensive rehearsals to build on the essence of these characters. We discussed relationships,
sex, bonds and how these can be broken even with the simplest action. We asked each
other questions and became transparent in our discussions about our own encounters
and those of the characters beyond words on the page. In doing so, our time on set talking

about scenes was minimized, and they truly immersed themselves in the roles in an
astonishing way. I’m grateful for their willingness to go there with me.

What I’m most trying to communicate with SOFT TIMES is that Black women are quite
invested in their own existence, their own sexual pleasure and this pleasure is crucial with
the right partner. Cinema should reflect pieces of the world that we inhabit. It is my hope

that SOFT TIMES mirrors as much and that it will spark a dialogue about the sexual
freedom we so all deserve.”

-Ashunda Norris
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About the Filmmakers

Writer,Director, Producer : Ashunda Norris
Ashunda is a screenwriter, director, producer, poet, and social activist who was born
and raised in the heart of middle Georgia along with five siblings. She graduated from
Paine College and Howard University with a Bachelor’s and Master’s degree in
English Literature. Coming up as a production assistant, casting director and 1st AD on
several productions has served her well as a filmmaker. Her writing and producing credits
include narratives as well as documentaries such as EGO TRIPPIN’, 12 WEEKS and
DO YOU: ART & LIFE. Ashunda is currently writing a feature length screenplay and
developing a short film.
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JASON PIC

Producer

Jason Topel Like most people who make the move to LA, Jason had a
dream to build a credible inspiring career as a filmmaker. In 2012, at
the age of 24, Jason packed up all of his belongings (including his pup Skye),
with little experience in the industry, leaving everything in Miami behind
to pursue a goal. Within four months, he was incredibly fortunate and landed
a gig with a production company which ultimately connected him with
an incredibly talented and wonderful group of people. He started as a
Production Office Manager, which is a fancy title for an Office PA.
Through hard work, determination, and a great attitude, in under two year,
Jason worked his way up from PA to producing.
Jason is now freelancing and although his ultimate goal is to be a
feature film producer, he has been a worked as a production coordinator
and served as camera operator on many projects from music videos
to branded content and now short films. He plans to steer towards
independent filmmaking in hopes of a making a career out of what he loves.
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Cinematographer

Josh Carrasco was born and raised in California. He attended
The Los Angeles Film School , where he received his degree
in Science for Film. Captivated by film since his early childhood,
Josh has lensed several short films including ALTERNATIVE
and SLIT. He works in Los Angeles as a freelance cinematographer.

Editor

Rock Chang, an alumni of the Art Institute of California,
Los Angeles, has been filming and editing since before he
could drive. He is passionate about everything from writing to
directing to editing. A master at visualizing stories, he loves to
take on challenges and strives to better himself through each
production.
Rock is known for his passion and efficiency in his work. He
connects deeply with his actors and crew, revealing each person's
unique talent and passion in every project. When he's not on set
or in the editing room, Rock does coverage for red carpet events,
conventions, and other social mixers. Rock is currently in
pre-production for two of his own feature length films.
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Kym Allen is a San Bernardino native and grew up actively involved
in Community Theater. She exchanged the sweltering heat of the
desert with cool ocean breezes in the fall of 2006 when she attended
Loyola Marymount University.
She spent her four years pursuing a degree in Communication Studies
and volunteering with the all-female organization, Gryphons Circle.
Her love of service and travel brought her all over the world during
her undergrad years, including Spain and Guatemala, and upon her
graduation she traveled down “to the edge of the world” to continue
serving in Chile. Among learning a new language and a new culture,
Kym also taught English, cultural workshops, and physical education
to various rural elementary schools in Talca, Chile. She was able to
backpack all across South America including Brazil, Argentina, Ecuador,
and Uruguay, before returning to the US in 2012 to serve two years
hard time in the corporate world as a Manager of Marketing and
Communication. In February 2014, Kym left the corporate world
behind to pursue acting. SOFT TIMES is her first short film under
the direction of Ashunda Norris!
Damian Desiree grew up in the East New York section of Brooklyn.
His family is from the nature island of Dominica giving him a strong
connection with his West Indian culture but growing up in NY he also
identifies with his urban surroundings. He began acting in 2000 while
studying at Baruch College. Upon Graduation he studied at the
American Conservatory Theatre's Summer intensive program.

It was at ACT where Damian met trusted friend and adviser,

Brian Phillips, who encouraged him to pursue his MFA with the
Actor's Studio Drama school. Damian has graduated and is now
looking to take his career to the maximum heights, even beyond
Hollywood.
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About the Main Cast
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Monét Ravenell is an ambitious and creative actress, writer, musician
from Baltimore, MD, currently residing in Los Angeles, CA. Monet got her start
in entertainment, doing PR and working for various production companies
behind the scenes. She soon realized, however, her dream was to be
center stage, and transitioned into being an actress. Since her transition,
Monét has found success working in numerous stage plays and
independent films.
In her spare time, Monét enjoys honing her craft as a screenwriter and
songwriter, performing with her belly dance troupe, and giving back
to the community, volunteering with Big Brothers Big Sisters.
Monét hopes to shed light on the fact that women of color are bright,
intelligent, dynamic women, with many points of view. There isn’t
a one-size fits all approach for success in the business. Monét is
enjoying her journey in the entertainment industry. She believes
her life purpose is to inspire others through her creativity, so that
they, in turn, can live out their life purpose and pursue their passions
as well. With so many talents under her belt, what else could this
rising star possibly do? You’ll just have to stay tuned!
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CAST
Patricia Dupe’ : Kym Allen

Credits

Savion Batam: Damian Desiree’
Camille Dupe’ : Monét Ravenell
Dulan’s Patrons:
Markia Butler
Trey Carswell
Tiffany Commons
Quintin McFadden
CREW
Written, Directed, & Produced by:
Ashunda Norris
Producer: Jason Topel
Cinematographer: Josh Carrasco
Editor: Rock Chang
Music Composed by: Brandon M. Womack
Script Supervisor: June Zhang
Sound Design by: Geraldo Gutierrez
Costume Designer: Karina Rivera
Hair/Make-Up Artist: Taler Moore
1st Assistant Camera/Grip:
Jordan van der Keyl
Sound Mixer: Gary Casey
Boom Operator: Jason Freeman
Still Photographer: Taneka Washington
Production Assistant: Aubri Martinez
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